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bear the              and who                    at the           to
profit or attract them.   They                       to
military and court service, their strictly
as burdensome,        were giving          attention to their
lands with a view to             them
their interests were                localized.1   The
methods of summoning          and minor
formal recognition in article               of Magna Carta,
which was undoubtedly the work of the barons
interests it favoured.2   An individual summons         to
be sent to the greater            while to all the lesser txn-
ants-in-chief                a general                 through the
sheriffs.   This latter         generally               as permis-
sion to stay away, which         what the minor
wished.   The make-up of the          council          to be
quite dependent upon the will t of the
tenancy-in-chief tess^ a          for                                it
did not disappear for centime's;' lii' otBef"words,
by^writ,.olst^iimQas                  the          of the
principle in determining the                    of'the
court.
The question naturally                                    in the
thirteenth century a distinct         of           barons
might always expect the                            or whether
receipt of the summons determined                    in the
class.   As in most medieval institutions, one
vagueness and irregularity, where he might
ence to a fixed principle.   In Henry III.'s
were certainly many barons so          and
they would always expect or              a                   In
the meeting of 1255, for instance,                 was
that all had not been summoned who, by the provision
of the' Charter, should have been. On the other hand,
the special summons made its recipient a           baron
* See below, pp. 347~35O-                               .                   ,   .
* But it is to be doubted that they had in xnand the toraiuiation of a
general rule for all meetings of the great council: strictly interpreted the
rule is made to apply only to meetings summoned for the purpose of grant-
ing aa aid or a scwtage.